Devin Hurd

During the 1950s and early 1960s there were many different films which are related to the fear of communism and nuclear holocaust in America. These films usually were science fiction and involved the end of society or life as people were accustomed to in the 1950s. Some of the films involved the control or destruction of humanity by an alien force, and others involved spies sent from Russia to spread the communist plague; however, there were many different categories the “Cold War films” of this time fell into. Not long after the Cold War ended, this style of film ended as well, because Americans no longer lived in fear of an all out nuclear war or communism taking control of their country. Five films which revolve around America’s Cold War anxieties are The Day the Earth Stood Still, Dr. Strangelove, Fail-Safe, Seven Days in May, and Point of Order.

The Day the Earth Stood Still, by Robert Wise, was released in 1951, and is regarded as one of the best films of its year.
